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ABSTRACT 

This fifth annual edition of the Kids Count report 
investigates county and statewide trends in the well-being of West Virginia s 
children between 1980 and 1994, focusing on child poverty and low school 
achievement, and profiles three exemplary schools serving large numbers of 
low-income students. The statistical report is based on 18 indicators of 
child well-being: (1) student attendance; (2) percent of high school 

dropouts; (3) percent of high school graduates; (4) pupil to teacher ratio; 

(5) teacher /administrator experience; (6) percent of births to mothers with 
less than a twelfth grade education; (7) percent of children approved for 
free/reduced school meals; (8) employment to population ratio; (9) the 
unemployment rate; (10) percent low birth-weight babies; (11) infant 
mortality rate; (12) child death rate; (13) child abuse/neglect rate; (14) 
teen birth rate; (15) percent births to unmarried teens; (16) juvenile 
delinquency case rate; (17) teen violent death rate; and (18) percent of 
eligible children served by Head Start. Findings indicate that almost all 
counties meet or exceed the required standard of 93 percent school attendance 
rate; child poverty averages 47 percent statewide; 50 percent of adults are 
employed (the nation's lowest percentage); and the unemployment rate is about 
9 percent. There have been increases in the percent of low birth-weight 
babies, the child abuse/neglect rate, and the percent of births to unmarried 
teens. There have been decreases in infant mortality rate, child death rate, 
percent approved for free/reduced school meals, teen birth rate, high school 
dropout rate, juvenile delinquency case rate, and teen violent death rate. 
Appendices provide definitions, methodology, and data sources. (KDFB) 
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mothers with less than a 12th grade education; percent of 
children approved for free or reduced school meals; employ- 
ment-population ratio; and unemployment rate. 
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EMBARGOED FOR RELEASE CONTACT: MARGIE HALE 

MARCH 25, 1997 10 AM (304)345-2101 

(888)543-7268 

FIFTH ANNUAL WV KIDS COUNT DATA BOOK RELEASED 

A new report discusses child poverty and low school achievement, and profiles three 
national blue ribbon schools that serve high numbers of low-income students. 



West Virginia Kids Count Fund 

1031 Quarrier Street 
Suite 313 Atlas Building 
Charleston, West Virginia 25301 
(304)345-2101 
Toll Free (888)543-7268 
(304)345-2102 Fax 

In collaboration with 
West Virginia University Survey 
Research Center 



STAFF 

Margie Hale 

Executive Director 



The fifth annual WV KIDS COUNT Data Book , a county-by-county report on the well- 
being of children in West Virginia, was released March 25, 1997, by the West Virginia KIDS 
COUNT Fund at the University of Charleston’s Maroon and Gold Room. The 1996 report 
focuses on education and children in poverty. 

During the release of the data book, four high school students, selected as essay 
winners in KIDS COUNT contest, read excerpts from their essays about how schools can better 
prepare them to contribute to society and participate in tomorrow’s economy. The students 
selected were: Amanda England, Braxton County High School; Elizabeth Gibson, Braxton 
County High School; Alzira Leques, Winfield High School; and Marcus Thudium, George 
Washington High School. 



Jeff Crist 

Director of Communications 

Pamela M. Folden 

Executive Assistant 



“The improvement of education for children in poverty is one of the critical factors to 
reduce welfare dependency and to prepare students to participate in tomorrow’s economy,” said 
Margie Hale, Executive Director of the West Virginia KIDS COUNT Fund. 



Ten percent of West Virginia’s children live in families where one parent worked all 
year, yet wages did not bring them above the poverty level. These are the working poor. Thirty 
percent of our poor children have at least one parents who works all year. This contradicts 
several notions underlying welfare reform: (1) that the poor don’t work, and (2) working will 
create self-sufficiency. A number of actions can improve the situation of the working poor, such 
as the Earned Income Tax Credit. A critical long-term factor is to improve education, 
particularly for children in poverty so that they can secure high- wage jobs and be self-sufficient 



The connection between education and poverty is illustrated in the report using text 
and maps. The education and poverty indicators that were chosen are (1) student attendance, (2) 
percent of high school dropouts, (3) percent of high school graduates, (4) pupil to teacher ratio, 
(5) teacher/administrator experience in years, (6) percent of births to mothers with less than a 
1 2th grade education, (7) percent of children approved for free and reduced school meals, (8) 
employment to population ratio, and (9) the unemployment rate. 



Funding provided by 
® . Casey Foundation 
l Virginia businesses 

uUjBjysyj 



MORE— MORE— MORE 

1 36 , 



The report also profiles three national blue ribbon schools in West Virginia that serve high concentrations of 
low-income students. A national blue ribbon school award is the highest honor a school can receive. Among many 
other things, these schools provide opportunities for at-risk students and those unusually talented; a staff development 
program, particularly for new teachers; programs that prepare students to live effectively in a society that is culturally 
and ethnically diverse; and special programs to assist potential dropouts. 

The national blue ribbon schools profiled in the report are Troy Elementary School in Gilmer County, Sherman 
Junior High School in Boone County, and Hundred High School in Wetzel County. 

“The single most powerful predictor of school achievement is socioeconomic status,” said KIDS COUNT 
Board member and Braxton County School Superintendent Kenna Seal. 

“Our research shows that the great majority of West Virginia’s blue ribbon schools are in counties where child 
poverty rates are lower and where teacher and administrator experience is above average,” said Hale. “We have 
developed maps to illustrate these points .” 

The principals of the profiled schools had several ideas about how their achievements could be replicated in 
other schools and districts serving high concentrations of poor children: (1) encourage the exchange of information 
between principals and teachers throughout the state, (2) select principals who want to help children and who are able to 
think creatively and take risks, (3) encourage teachers and principals to visit other high-achieving schools for ideas and 
inspiration, (4) make sure the principal has a vision and is committed to high performance, and (5) promote conferences 
where teachers and principals can interact and share programs and experiences. 

The 1996 WV KIDS COUNT Data Book measures trends for child well-being at a county and state level for a 
14-year period from 1980 to 1994. Copies of the report are available for $5.00 each from the West Virginia KIDS 
COUNT Fund, 1031 Quarrier Street, Suite 313, Charleston, WV 25301 or by calling (304)345-2101 or toll-free at 1- 
888-543-7268. 

The mission of the West Virginia KIDS COUNT Fund is to improve the condition of West Virginia’s children 
by mob il izi n g the public and private sectors to create prevention and early intervention programs, policies, and 
strategies. Members of the Fund are among the state’s most respected business, c ommuni ty and religious leaders. 
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